
                           
 

 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, February 7th at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

 
 

Happy New Year to everyone.  I hope you all had wonderful holidays. I know that I 

did. Now that the New Year has started, I cannot wait for hibiscus season to begin. 

Our first meeting, Tuesday, February 7th, is not too far away.  We will discuss 

what we all did to survive the winter and I will give an update on my rotted cuttings.  

Our main focus will be on our up and coming visit to Dupont Nursery on Saturday, 

February 11th.  If you have never been to Dupont’s, be prepared to be amazed.  Never 

will you see so many hibiscus plants in one place. Be sure you make plans to attend. In 

advance we typically receive a list of available plants for sale and as soon as the list is 

received it will be forwarded to the membership. 

One plant that the nursery may have available for sale is one of Buddy’s seedlings, 

Sgt. Seth Trahan. Sgt. Seth is currently in strong contention for the AHS Seedling of 

the Year. If it is available, the quantity will be limited so be sure you make a beeline to 

get yours before they run out. 

I look forward to seeing you all soon.  MBAC President,  Sandy Scheuermann 
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DUPONT NURSERY VISIT 
Saturday, February 11th 

 
The annual visit to Dupont Nursery has been set for Saturday, February 11th.   
Participants are asked to park in the nursery parking lot and check in at the 
office immediately. With all three Louisiana Chapters being invited, it is 
important that we are able to provide a fairly accurate head count to permit the 
Duponts to better plan for lunch.  Please let Buddy know if you are planning to 
stay for lunch at buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com. 
 
Visiting Etiquette: As the Dupont 
Nursery has become an important 

source of new hibiscus cultivars, it has had to exercise greater 
precaution in safeguarding its new seedlings. In the past, some 
seedlings have been taken that were not yet released for sale. 
Should the cultivar be one that they intend to patent, its premature 
sale could complicate or even jeopardize the process. So it is 
absolutely essential that we purchase only those plants that have 
been released for sale. Being good guests is not only good 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, Febuary 7th  MBAC Chapter Meeting 

Saturday, February 11th  Dupont Nursery Visit & Judge Seminar 

Tuesday, March 7th  MBAC Chapter Meeting 

Saturday, March 11th  NOLA Grafting Party 

Sat & Sun, March 18 & 19 LSU Spring Garden Sale    

Saturday, April 1st   Festival des Fleurs 

Tuesday, April 4th  MBAC Chapter Meeting 

Sunday, April 23rd   NOLA Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Sunday, April 23rd   Lone Star Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Sunday, April 29th   Space City Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Tuesday, May 2nd  MBAC Chapter Meeting 

Sunday, May 13th   Red Stick Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Sunday, May 13th   Lone Star Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Saturday, May 20th  MBAC Show Setup 

Saturday, May 20th   Space City Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Sunday, May 21st   MBAC HIBISCUS SHOW & SALE 

Tuesday, June 6th  MBAC Chapter Meeting 

June 22nd – 25th    AHS NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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manners, but our cooperation will determine whether we will be welcome at the nursery in the future. The 
following sets out the conditions of our visit. Please follow the directions in all particulars.  
 

“All visitors must check in at the front office and all cars must be parked in the office parking lot. 
Only plants with designated signs will be allowed to be purchased. All plants will be placed on 
carts and brought to the check out area in the shipping warehouse where they will be inspected 
before they are allowed to be loaded into vehicles. We are asking everyone kindly not to move 
plants from one area to another while shopping. If someone picks out a plant and decides it is 
not one they wish to buy, it must be returned to the exact location from which it was taken. 
Anyone caught with a plant taken from an area other than the designated benches will be asked 
to leave the premises. Only hibiscus will be allowed to be purchased and all other plants in the 
nursery are off limits. Browsing is acceptable but we ask that no one bring plants other than 
hibiscus to the check out area. Your 20% discount applies and lunch will be served. Abiding by 
these rules and the outcome of this sale will determine future visits.” 

 
DIRECTIONS: Take I-10 east to Baton Rouge.  Take the exit to Plaquemine (LA 1), follow the road into 
Plaquemine to the intersection of LA 1 and Hwy 75 (same as Bellevue Drive).  There is a McDonalds on the 
corner.  Take a right on to Hwy 75 and proceed to the end of the road (approximately 7 miles). You will come 
to a stop sign and the bayou will be directly in front of you, Jack Miller’s store is to your right. At the stop sign 
turn left and proceed for about a mile and a quarter. On the left side of the road is a sign for “Dupont Nursery 
Home of Cajun Color.” Turn onto the gravel road and proceed until you see the greenhouses.  

 

Anyone desiring to ride together will assemble in the parking lot of Target at the 
I-10 Louisiana Avenue Exit. Departure is 8:30 AM sharp. Be early. Please let 
us know you are coming....... 
 
Plants for Sale: The nursery normally provides a list of available cultivars a 
few days before the visit which will be forwarded by email. Some of the plants 
are available only in gallons, but many are also planted in 3 gallon (10”) pots 
and hanging baskets. You can pay for your plants by check, cash or credit 
card. 

 

 
 

Judge Seminar 
 

A Judges’ Seminar will be held at Dupont Nursery following lunch on Saturday, February 11th.  A pdf of the 
current Judges’ Manual (2015 revision) is available on the AHS Website under Competition.  We ask that you 
bring a printout of the manual to the seminar.  There will be a limited number of printed manuals reserved for 
the people taking the Judges’ Test following the seminar.  The seminar reading, with questions answered at 
any time during the session, will be followed by a written test for potential new judges which will be scored.  
Please be prepared to stay some time beyond an hour for this session. 

 

 
 

Care For Freeze-Damaged Plants 

  
By Dan Gill 
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist 
  
Although winter temperatures in Louisiana are generally relatively mild, they are punctuated by 
periods of moderate to severe freezes. Freezing weather is often followed by extended periods 
when temperatures stay above freezing. 
  

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/rbogren/articles/page1483651540274
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/authors/DGill.htm


Prior to a major freeze, most gardeners will make an effort to protect tender tropical plants in their 
landscape. So what should be done for the landscape after a freezing episode is over? Here’s some 
general information on what to do and not do. 
  
Plants in pots 
Any container plants that were brought inside for protection may be moved back to their location 
outside unless you intend to keep them inside all winter. If you will keep them inside, make sure 
they are close to windows and receive plenty of light. You cannot keep plants inside dark garages or 
storage sheds for extended periods of time. Plants must have light to create the food they need to 
live, and they will slowly starve if not provided enough light. 
  
Covered plants 
Many gardeners use a variety of covers to protect plants from freezing temperatures. Remove or 
vent clear plastic covers on plants to prevent excessive heat buildup if the next day is sunny and 
mild. The plastic will let in light and trap the heat, just like your car with the windows rolled up. You 
do not need to completely remove the cover if a freeze is expected again the next night. Plants 
covered with blankets, tarps, opaque plastic or fabric sheets may be left covered for several days 
without harming them, but eventually the cover will need to be removed so they can get light. 
  
Pruning damaged plants 
Even though you may see damage immediately, do not prune anything for a few days to a week 
after a freeze. It often takes several days for all damage to be apparent. 
  
Damaged growth on herbaceous or non-woody plants, such as cannas, elephant ears, agapanthus, 
amaryllis, birds-of-paradise, begonias, impatiens, philodendron and gingers, may be pruned back to 
living tissue. This pruning is optional but does help keep the winter garden looking neat. Damaged 
tissue that is oozy, mushy, slimy and foul smelling should be removed. This decaying tissue is 
unhealthy for the plant. 
  
Remove the damaged foliage from banana trees, but do not cut back the trunk unless you are sure 
it has been killed. It will look brown, feel mushy, be loose in the soil and bleed if punctured. If it’s 
alive, allowing the trunk to remain increases the chances of fruit production next summer. 
  
Dead leaves on woody tropical plants, such as hibiscus, croton, ixora, cassia, bougainvillea and 
copper plant, can be picked off to make things look neater. If you can clearly determine which 
branches are dead, you may prune them back. Try scratching the bark with your thumbnail. If the 
tissue underneath is green, it’s still alive. If the tissue is tan or brown, the branch is dead. Start at 
the top and work your way down to see how far back the plant was killed. 
  
This pruning is optional and will not help the plant deal with the damage. Generally, it’s a better 
idea to delay hard pruning of woody plants until new growth begins in the spring. Then you can 
more accurately determine which parts have survived the winter and what is dead. Living parts will 
send out new growth. 
  
Another group of plants that are generally severely damaged or killed by freezes are tender 
perennial bedding plants such as impatiens, wax begonias, pentas, blue daze, scaevola, periwinkle 
and coleus. Although it’s nice when they make it through mild winters and provide another year of 
flowers in our landscape, we must remember these plants are not intended to be permanent. 
  
If, or when, plants have been killed by sub-freezing temperatures, remove the dead plants from the 
bed and mulch the area to keep it looking neat. You could also prepare the bed and plant hardy 
cool-season bedding plants, such as pansies, dianthus, alyssum, snapdragons or many others, 
anytime now through early March for an outstanding display this spring. 



  
Remember, there is still plenty of time to see additional – and possibly more severe – freezes 
before it’s all over. Protect what you can when needed. Don’t be too quick to dig up and remove 
tropical plants that have been severely damaged and appear to be dead. Sometimes, they may 
eventually resprout from the base of the plant or the roots in April or May. Despite what comes, 
remember that our climate encourages rapid growth and recovery. 
  
If worse comes to worse and you do lose some of the tender plants and tropicals in your garden, 
don’t think of it as a tragedy but as an opportunity. How many of us have filled every square inch of 
planting space in our gardens, reducing our chances to purchase and plant new types of plants we 
want to try? When the dead plants are removed, we will have open areas available. Think about 
that, and the loss might not seem so bad. 

 

 
 

Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????  Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the 
meeting.  We will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win 

the prize. There will be a drawing if there are multiple winners.   
Don’t miss out on the fun! 
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Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

I was walking around in my yard this morning and I kept humming the song, “What a 

Difference a Day Makes”. Obviously no one was around to listen to my tune. With that song in 

mind let me alter it ever so slightly to read, “What a Difference a WEEK makes”. Who would 

have believed that we would go from 3 straight days of 20+ degree weather to temperatures 

reaching as high as 80 in some parts of Acadiana. That’s truly amazing. 

Since my plants were tucked away inside the garage and Man Cave all of my babies did just 

fine. How about you? Did you do, OK? If not then you had better review your procedure and 

make some changes to make sure it doesn’t happen again. Remember it’s just the beginning of 

January and we’ll probably have several more cold blasts come through here before we get to 

our spring time weather. Those warmer temperatures can never come too soon for me. 

I asked Ann to include an article I received on Caring for Freeze Damaged Plants. Read it 

carefully and pay close attention to the part about pruning too early. Hide those pruning shears 

and don’t get antsy. If your plants are still alive, you’ll know soon enough. 

Notice the pictures I submitted as they each reflect something that is going on in my collection. 

Maybe you can get an idea from each of these. 

In September Sandy discussed taking cuttings and sticking them in 

your preferred potting mix. Did you try it? It’s really a great way to 

multiply your hobby. Note I have two 

pictures to demonstrate. Notice the group 

picture with multiple pots on a large 

black background and lots of cuttings 

sticking out. I call those my community 

pots. Why? Because I just take cuttings and stick as many as I can in 

one big pot. My simple theory is, whatever survives is a plus. 

Notice: there are MANY that are alive and well. Looks like I’ll be 

busy re-potting them in a month or so. The second “domed” picture was taken in the Man Cave. 

If you look closely you can see moisture beading on the inside of 

the dome. (that environment is excellent for rooting cuttings.) 3 of 

those trays are Albo and almost 100% have taken. I’ll have lots of 

root stock for grafting so anyone interested in learning my grafting 

technique can join me at my 

house for a personal 

demonstration. Whatever we graft 

you will take home. 

Special offer……….I also have one complete tray of an old 

seedling of mine called Sarah’s Run. Of all the seedlings I’ve 

produced Sarah’s Run roots better than any plant I’ve ever 

seen. I’ll have plenty to give away so if you are interested in 

having one simply email me to reserve one for your collection. Free is really a good price. 



Saturday February 11
th

 is the official date of our Dupont Nursery Visit. This may be the 

single most exciting day of the year for our chapter. BE SURE TO MARK THAT DATE 

DOWN AND PLAN TO ATTEND!!!!!!!! We’ll be putting out a special nursery visit notice 

soon. In advance of the special notice if you care to RSVP back to me then feel free to do so. 

Spouses are welcome.  

We officially kick off our chapter meeting year on Tuesday February 7
th

. Come join us and 

receive a special surprise. NO, I WILL NOT TELL YOU WHAT IT IS!!!! Trust me you’ll like 

it…………see you Tuesday February 7
th

 at 6 PM……….Buddy   

 
For your viewing pleaure… 
     a few new Dupont Seedlings 
 

     
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                                  

                        
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th

 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 

2017 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@shortfinancialgroup.com 

Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 
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